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Review Sheet for Maleches Kotzer

The Av Melacha

The Melacha of Kotzer in the Mishkan

The Melacha of Kotzer in the Mishkan was the harvesting of the dye producing plants according to Rashi and the harvesting of the wheat for the Showbreads according to Rav Hai Gaon.

The Principle of Maleches Kotzer

Gemara (Shabbos 73b): Kotzer (harvesting grains), Botzier (harvesting grapes), Godeir (harvesting dates), Masik (harvesting olives), and Oreh (harvesting figs) are all one Melacha.

Rambam (Hilchos Shabbos 7:4, 8:3): The Rambam explains that the principle of all of these acts listed in the Gemara is the uprooting or severing of a plant from its source of growth. (This may be accomplished by pulling an entire plant from the ground with its roots, cutting it off close to the roots, or even by severing one branch or leaf from its source of growth, as we will see ahead). Uprooting any plant or tree or severing a part of any plant or tree from its source on Shabbos would be the Av Melacha.

Potted Plants

Rambam (Hilchos Shabbos 8:3): The Rambam adds that Maleches Kotzer applies to potted-plants as well with certain qualifications. He says that if a potted-plant with a hole in it is on or above the ground it would be the Av Melacha to detach anything that is growing there. The rationale for this is that it is considered “attached to the ground” therefore all the halachos of Kotzer apply.

If the potted-plant has no hole in the bottom it is not included in the Av Melacha of Kotzer m’dorysa.

Iglay Tal: The Iglay Tal adds that even in a potted-plant with no hole if the foliage sticks over the side then it is included in the Melacha of Kotzer m’dorysa. Furthermore porous pots for example wood and clay (maybe plastic) are considered attached to the ground even if they have no hole. (See Shulchan Aruch 336:8) 

He adds that based on the Yerushalmi that a potted-plant with a tree growing in it is always considered attached to the ground since the roots are more powerful and can draw nutrients from the ground through all types of pots whether porous or not. 

The Toldos

Detaching Plant Life From its Place of Growth

Iglay Tal: The Iglay Tal says that any time you detach something from its source of growth in a different way than it is normally done then it is a Toldah of Kotzer, as we will elucidate on in the section of The Method of Kotzer. (It should be noted that there are other opinions that say that only when using a kli is it an Av and any time you use your hands it is a Toldah). 

(Defining the Source of Growth)

Gemara (Shabbos 107b-108a): Someone who detaches cress from thorn bushes or fungus from the lip of a barrel is chaiv for the Melacha of Kotzer. The reasoning the Gemara gives is that although these things don’t grow from the ground they do “grow from a source” like a tree or plant grows from the ground. The reason this is a Toldah and not an Av is because these items don’t grow from the ground but they resemble things that grow from the ground.

Chayeh Adam: The Chayeh Adam adds based on this Gemara that picking mushrooms on Shabbos would be the Av Melacha of Kotzer.

Plant Life Growing in Water

Shulchan Aruch (336:5): Any type of plant, bean, or pit that has sprouted roots in water is also included in this issur. Therefore bean sprouts and avocados that are growing in a jar with water would be assur m’dorysa to remove on Shabbos. (The avocado is only assur if it has sprouted roots).

(Shaking the Base of a Tree)

Iglay Tal: Shaking a tree at its base so that fruits or leaves will fall off is a Toldah of Kotzer. The reason this is a Toldah and not an Av is because you aren’t doing any act directly to the item you are removing from the tree.

(Moving a Potted Plant

Rashi: Based on the Gemara in Shabbos 81b he says that moving a potted-plant with a hole in it from its place on or above the ground to a place where it is blocked from the ground is a Toldah of Kotzer. 

Iglay Tal: He adds that the same law would apply to a potted-plant with no hole in the bottom if the foliage were hanging over the sides. Also he makes the same qualifications about porous pots as above as well as the point of the Yerushalmi regarding trees in pots.

(Removing Fish From Water)

Yerushalmi: The Talmud Yerushalmi adds a very interesting principle to the Toldos of Kotzer. We said above that even things that aren’t plants or trees in the pure botanical sense like moss, mushrooms and the like are still included as a Toldah of Kotzer since they grow from a source like plants and trees do. The Yerushalmi takes this principle one step further and says that a person who takes a fish out of the water on Shabbos is also chaiv a Toldah of Kotzer since he has removed a creature from its source of growth. Some Rishonim adopt this approach but most Rishonim say that this is not the opinion of the Bavli and therefore this is not authoritative. It should be noted that according to the Yerushalmi not only taking fish from water on Shabbos but also removing hair or other body parts from the human body or animals would be a Toldah of Kotzer since you are removing something from its source of growth.

The Method of Kotzer:
Iglay Tal (Kotzer notes 3-4): The Iglay Tal brings proof from the Rambam, Rashi, and different Gemaras that there are three basic methods that can be categorized as the Av Melacha of Kotzer.

a) Harvesting any plant or tree with a tool that is capable of efficiently detaching it from its source

b) Detaching with the hand any type of plant or tree if that is the normal way that it is detached

c) Uprooting any type of plant or tree if that is the normal way for it to be uprooted

Harvesting with a tool is always the Av regardless of the normal way that this item is normally severed from its source. Any time you uproot an item that is normally detached or vice versa it is only a Toldah not an Av. 

As we said before there are those who learn that the Rambam means any time you use a kli it is an Av and any time you use your hands it is a Toldah. 

The Shiur of Kotzer:

Gemara (Shabbos 103a): The shiur of Kotzer in order to be chaiv is a usable amount. Therefore if you are detaching the plant for food you have to take an amount of a “dried fig” in order to be chaiv m’dorysa (this is a size that is considered a significant amount by chazal). If you are detaching the plant for firewood or animal food see the Gemara there for the shiur.

Exceptions to Kotzer: 

Stunting Growth Without Severing or Detaching

Shulchan Aruch (336:3) / Mishnah Brurah (336:29): It is mutar to urinate or pour any very acidic substance on the grass or other vegetation since these liquids do not promote growth and if anything they inhibit growth.

Shmiras Shabbos K’hilchasa/ Chazon Ish: It is mutar to turn off the sprinkler system on Shabbos even though as a result the potential growth that would have resulted from more water is inhibited.

We see from these two pesakim that although inhibiting growth is very similar to the principle of Kotzer, it is nevertheless mutar since it is not an act of severing or detaching a plant from its source of growth. 

Shulchan Aruch (311:8) / Mishnah Brurah (311:25-29): If a person placed onions, radishes or the like in the ground before Shabbos he may pull them out on Shabbos if the following 3 conditions are present.

a) Part of the stalk is above the soil (this is to avoid Muktzah since now by grabbing the stalk it is called Tiltul Min Hatzad)

b) The vegetable has not started to grow roots in the ground yet (this is to avoid Kotzer since if it had roots it would be considered uprooting if you take it from the ground)

c)  Originally when it was placed in the ground there was express intent only to store not that it should grow more while in the ground (this is also to avoid Kotzer since if it was put in the ground for the sake of growth then even if it doesn’t have roots yet this ground is now considered the halachic source of growth of this onion and it would be assur to take it from the ground on Shabbos)

Items With No Root System

Iglay Tal: He brings down Rashi who says that a fruit is still considered attached to the tree as long as the stem has not dried out. Once it has dried out then there is no longer Kotzer m’dorysa but there is still Kotzer M’derabanan since it resembles Kotzer.

Detaching a fruit from a tree that is completely dried up but still has a viable root system under the ground would be Kotzer according to all the Rishonim. If the roots have also dried up but the fruit is still moist and ripe then there is a machlokes between the Ravad who says that there is no longer Kotzer m’dorysa and the Rambam who says that there is Kotzer m’dorysa.

Dried out grass that no longer has a living root system would not be Kotzer m’dorysa.

Backhanded Kotzer

Gemara (Shabbos 73b): Someone who causes fruits to become detached by throwing a clod of dirt at them is Pattur from a chiuv Kotzer. It is still assur to do this M’derabanan since that is always the case by doing a Melacha in a back handed way.

Tosefta: Detaching fruits with your feet or your mouth is also considered an awkward and backhanded way of doing the Melacha and is therefore pattur from a chiuv of Kotzer. It is still assur to do this M’derabanan as mentioned above. The Mishnah Brurah in 336:49 and the note in Shar Hatziun agree with this principle.

Iglay Tal: If your intent in eating the fruit straight off of the tree with your mouth is merely to speed up the eating process then it is chaiv since that is not a backhanded way of detaching the fruit for someone that is a glutton.

Rabbinical Fences

Chazal made a number of fences to protect us from coming to transgress the Melacha of Kotzer. Some of these issurim were made in order to protect us from coming to do Kotzer and some were made because they closely resemble Kotzer and they didn’t want people to become confused.

Using trees

Gemara (Eiruvin 100b): It is assur to climb up a tree, lean on a tree, or even to go up into a tree to spend Shabbos there. Furthermore any direct use of trees is assur on Shabbos. The basic reason for this gezeirah is that you may come to detach fruits from the tree.

Gemara (Shabbos 154b): Included in the gezeirah of using a tree is also using its “sides”. However using the “sides of sides” would be permitted. As a result there are three categories of using a tree on Shabbos two of them are assur because they are considered direct use of a tree and one is mutar since it is considered indirect.

a) Using the tree itself  (assur)

b) Using the sides of a tree (assur) 

c) Using the sides of sides  (mutar

We need to have clear definitions and examples of these different categories.

Shulchan Aruch/ Mishnah Brurah (336:13): Any use of the tree or its trunk or branches is classified as using the tree itself. Anything that is tied to a part of the tree or nailed screwed etc. into the tree is considered sides. Anything that is attached to something tied screwed etc. to the tree is considered sides of sides. The Shulchan Aruch gives two examples.

a) If a person leaned a ladder on to the trunk of a tree before Shabbos it would be assur to climb on the ladder on Shabbos since the ladder is considered the “side” of a tree. If the ladder were resting on a hook that is nailed into the tree it would be mutar to climb the ladder or place things on the ladder on Shabbos since the ladder is now called sides of sides.

b) Another example is a basket hanging on a hook that is nailed into the tree. It would be mutar to put something in the basket or take something out on Shabbos since the basket itself is the sides of sides.

Mishnah Brurah (304:69) with S.H.: He says that any structure that is made up of parts like the rungs of a ladder or the like is considered like one unit not separate parts that would be sides of sides. As a result a tree house or even a tire tied to a rope tied to a tree would be one unit and therefore it would be like sides of a tree.

Rema (336:13): The whole discussion of sides of sides being mutar doesn’t apply when you are moving the tree since moving the tree is a separate issur of using the tree itself.

Shulchan Aruch/ Mishnah Brurah (336:1-3): The Shulchan Aruch brings down from the Gemara and Rishonim some more aspects of the gezeirah of chazal not to use trees on Shabbos.

a) The gezeirah of using a tree applies even to a tree that is completely dried out and has no fruit of it. This is because in order to prevent confusion the chazal made no distinctions in their gezeirah. The Mishnah Brurah says that since there is a machlokes Rishonim how far to take this if it is in the summer when all trees normally have foliage then a person can be meikal to use a totally dried out tree since everyone will see that it is obviously dead.

b) If a person accidentally went into a tree on Shabbos he may come down since it is better that he minimize the amount of usage of a tree that he will have to do. If he would remain longer it is called using the tree so it is better that he should use the tree by just coming down and be done with it. 

c) If he went up purposely or even wantonly then the chazal made a penalty on him that he must stay in the tree until after Shabbos. If he is in danger of illness or has to go to the bathroom he may descend. If he needs food people must hand it directly to him.

d) If a person climbed up a tree before Shabbos he may come down regardless of what his intent was when he climbed up.

Aruch Hashulchan (336:18): A stump of a dead tree is mutar to sit on provided it is truly dead and there are no new shoots of growth coming out of it. The reason is that people don’t confuse dead tree stumps with trees.

Shulchan Aruch (336:3) Rema (336:1): They add more points to the halachos of using trees on Shabbos. 

a) The gezeirah of chazal only applied to stiff plants and trees that could break if too much pressure is applied. Grass or grass like plants that are very flexible and don’t break when stepped on or have pressure applied to them are not assur to move, use, or step on during Shabbos.

b) If you put non-muktzah items on a tree before Shabbos it is assur to take them off on Shabbos since that is called using the tree.  

Using Animals

Gemara (Shabbos 154b): The same type of gezeirah as by trees and attached plants was made on animals since using an animal could easily lead to Kotzer. A person might forget himself and break off a branch in order to prod the animal.

Rambam (Hilchos Shabbos 21:9): One may not ride, sit, or lean on an animal on Shabbos. If he got on an animal on Shabbos even purposely he should come off since there is tzar baalei chayim. The same halachos of sides and sides of sides are applicable to animals.  

Shulchan Aruch (305:8): It is assur to attach anything to an animal on Shabbos. Merely placing a blanket on an animal on Shabbos is mutar even though this is a form of using the animal since it is a living creature and there would be tzar baalei chayim if you did not cover it therefore it’s mutar.

Mishnah Brurah in Shar Hatziun (336:7): It is never assur to take something off of an animal on Shabbos since the rationale for the gezeirah doesn’t apply.

Smelling Fruits

Shulchan Aruch (336:10): The Shulchan Aruch brings from the Gemara in Sukkah that it is assur to smell fruits while they are on the tree since the true pleasure of the fruit is to eat it and a person might forget himself and pluck it. Smelling flowers that are still attached to the ground is mutar since the true pleasure of the flowers is to smell their fragrance and that you can fully benefit from while it is attached therefore the chazal never made a gezeirah.
Peiros Hanoshrim (Fallen Fruits)

Gemara (Beitzah 3a): Chazal also made a gezeirah that it is assur to pick up fruits that fell off of a tree on Shabbos since a person might forget himself and come to pluck off more fruits from the tree.

Mishnah Brurah (322:5): This issur applies even if you are in doubt whether the fruits fell on Shabbos. If you know for a fact that the fruit fell before Shabbos the chazal did not make their gezeirah since there is a clear enough distinction in the minds of people in this case. 

Detaching a Honeycomb

Gemara (Shabbos 95a): Someone who removes a honeycomb from a beehive on Shabbos is transgressing an issur derabanan of Kotzer. The reason this is not an issur d’orysa (Av or Toldah) of Kotzer even according to the Yerushalmi is because the beehive is not a living entity. It does however resemble a living entity in terms of its growth and production therefore chazal felt it necessary to make a fence to prevent us from coming to do Kotzer.

Moving Potted Plants

Iglay Tal: The Chazal also forbid moving a potted-plant with a hole in it, a potted-plant without a hole if it is a porous material, or any potted plant with a tree in it from its place on the ground to a place further away from the ground even if nothing is blocking it from drawing nutrients from the ground. The reason here is also since this act resembles Kotzer they made an issur on it to prevent confusion.

Halacha Lemaseh

Now that we have developed the principles of the Melacha of Kotzer we need to understand the different applications in halacha lemaseh for today. Most of the basic halacha lemaseh has been incorporated in the above sections however there are a few points that still need to be mentioned.

Walking on Grass

Shulchan Aruch (336:3): It is mutar to walk on grass on Shabbos whether it is fresh or dried up since it is not a pesik reisha that it will detach the grass. Even running is permitted but if you are in tall grass you shouldn’t run since it is a pesik reisha that the grass will become detached. Dry thistles should not be stepped on since they will crush and break off and it is Kotzer.

Extracting Sap or Syrup From a Tree on Shabbos

Shvisas Shabbos: He brings that it is a suffeik d’orysa to extract sap from a tree on Shabbos since you are effectively detaching the sap form its source of growth.

Produce in the Store With Roots Still Connected to Them

R. David Ribiat: He explains that there are nowadays stores that sell certain vegetables that still have their root system attached to them this is in order to insure that they stay fresh for as long as possible. Cutting such vegetables from the roots on Shabbos or even rinsing the dirt off of the roots would be the Melacha of Kotzer.

Plucking Fruits from a Detached Branch

Rema (336:8): It is mutar to pluck fruits off of a branch that was detached from the tree before Shabbos. (We will see in Maleches Dosh that dates might have a special issur in this regard). Therefore there is no problem picking grapes from there cluster on Shabbos or picking a banana off there bunch.

Shulchan Aruch (322:5): It is mutar to break up fragrant branches that were already detached before Shabbos since this does no involve Maleches Kotzer.

Taking a Ball Out of a Tree on Shabbos

Orchos Shabbos: It follows from what we learned about using trees that it would be assur to take down a ball or any other thing that got stuck in a tree on Shabbos even if this could be done without moving the tree or causing anything to become detached. 

Hanging on a Clothesline Attached to a Tree

Shmiras Shabbos K’hilchasa: It is mutar to hang a jacket or the like on a string that is attached to two trees by hooks. Furthermore if a towel was hanging on a hook on a tree from before Shabbos one could use it to dry his hands since this is a form of sides of sides.

Outline for Maleches Kotzer

The Av:


Principle: The severing of any plant or tree (or a part thereof) from its source of growth.  


Cases:  Kotzer, Botzeir, Godeir, Masik, Oreh  (Gemara)



Severing a plant or tree from a pot that is “connected to the ground” (Rambam)




Types of pots that are problematic (Iglay Tal):

a) A pot with a hole in the bottom or side 2cm diameter

b) A pot made of a porous material like wood, clay, maybe plastic

c) A pot with no hole but with foliage hanging over side

d) A pot with a tree in it
The Toldos:



Cases:  Detaching when the norm is uprooting or vice versa  (Iglay Tal)




Detaching moss, algae, mushrooms from their place of growth  (Gemara)

Taking any type of seed, pit, or plant out of water once it has sprouted roots there (S.A)




Shaking a tree so that fruits fall off even if normal way  (Iglay Tal)




Moving a potted-plant from on or above the ground to a shelf or table  (Rashi) 

Taking fish out of water or detaching a creature (or part thereof) from its source (Yer)
The Shiur:



For food:  Volume of one dried fig



For firewood: Enough to make a small fire



For Animal food: Enough to fill the mouth of a small sheep 

The Method:



3 main conventional methods:

a) Harvesting with a tool

b) Uprooting 

c) Detaching/ Plucking

With a tool is always an Av, the others are only Av if normal way otherwise a Toldah (Iglay Tal)



Some learn in Rambam with a tool is Av, all other methods are a Toldah



Awkward methods are only assur M’derabanan (All opinions)

Exceptions:



Inhibiting growth (S.A.) e.g. urinating on plants or grass, turning off sprinklers



Using ground as storage (S.A.) needs 3 conditions: 

a) Above ground some

b) No roots

c) No intent to grow while in ground

Detaching dead plant life from ground, there are numerous cases:

a) Fruit that stem is so brittle it is coincidentally connected to tree (Rashi) still assur M’derabanan

b) Dead tree live roots- assur m’dorysa all opinions

c) Dead tree dead roots Raavad-no d’orysa, Rambam-Assur m’dorysa

d) Dead grass with dead roots (all opinions) no issur d’orysa

Detaching things in an awkward way is not Kotzer m’dorysa  (Iglay Tal)

Rabbinical Fences:

Cases:  Using a tree or its sides i.e. moving, climbing, leaning, hanging/removing items (Gem) 

a) Sides- anything connected to the tree directly (even many parts)

b) Sides of sides- something connected to the sides in a coincidental way

c) Climbed a tree bemeizid has to stay up all Shabbos

Using an animal or its sides (putting things on to prevent tzar is mutar S.A.)

Smelling Fruits while they are still connected to the tree

Picking up fruits that fell off a tree on Shabbos

Removing a honeycomb from a beehive

Halacha Lemaseh:



Walking/ Running on short grass-mutar, Running on tall grass-Assur (S.A.)



Extracting sap from a tree on Shabbos-Assur (Shvisa Shabbos chashash d’orysa)



Veges with roots and dirt- assur to cut or rinse roots (D.R.)



Taking down a ball from a tree- Assur (Archos Shabbos)



Plucking grapes off of cluster on Shabbos-Mutar (Rema) 

